
Lesson length: 45 mins

Aim:  1.  to review the use of may, might, could, must and can’t to express possibility and probability

  2.  to review the use of may, might and could when talking about possibility and probability in the future

  3.  to extend vocabulary for expressing probability

Preparation:  You will need a copy of the following for each student/pair of students:

  Activity worksheet: Possibility and probability

  Activity worksheet: Oxford Word Skills Unit 59 - I can express probability

Grammar Review:
	 n Write the following phrases on the board:
  wears a wedding ring / be married    don’t know where Dad is / be in the garden
  sky looks cloudy / rain     Anna’s too far behind / win the race
  bought a lottery ticket / be a millionaire

 n		 Say aloud: 

  She wears a wedding ring. ~ She must be married.
  I don’t know where Dad is. ~ He may be in the garden.
  The sky looks cloudy. ~ It might rain.
  Anna’s too far behind. ~ She can’t win the race.
  I’ve bought a lottery ticket. ~ You could be a millionaire!

 n		 Ask students to repeat the phrases after you. Then say aloud the first part only and ask students to   
  complete the phrases aloud as a class in response. Write the complete phrase with the modal verbs  
  in place on the board.

 n		 Tell the class that these phrases are all about possibility and probability. For each phrase, ask whether  
  the speaker feels sure about what they are saying, or whether they think what they are saying is   
  possible, but they aren’t sure.

 n		 Draw this diagram on the board underneath the example sentences, but don’t include the modal   
  verbs. Tell students that the line represents how sure we are about something. Ask students to put    
  may, might, could, must and can’t in the correct place.

    - isn’t can’t be could be may/might be      must be      is +

n		Looking again at the example sentences, ask: “Are these sentences about now or the future?” [She   
 must be married. - now  He may/might be in the garden. - now  It may/might rain. - future  She   
 can’t win the race. - now  You could become a millionaire.  - future.]

Unit 7 Possibility and probability
Oxford Living Grammar explains how grammar works and when to use it. The 
exercises use real-life situations to practise grammar in context. This lesson 
consolidates your students’ knowledge of expressing possibility and probability 
with the modal verbs may, might, could, must and can’t with the opportunity to 
practise in the context of future plans.
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	 n	 Highlight the form modal + verb and clarify that may, might and could can be used to talk about   
  possibility now or in the future. Highlight the negative forms of may and might  = may not and might   
  not / mightn’t (to say that is it possible that something won’t happen e.g. i forgot to check. ed might  
  not know how to get here.).

1. Review Activity 

 n		 Tell students that you are going to think about Holly and Adam’s plans for the future. They have just got  
  married. Ask students to suggest some things they might do in the future.

 n		 Use these prompt sentences from the exercise ‘What to do, where to go’ as a transformation drill to   
  give controlled practice of may, might, could, must and can’t. The first two can be given as examples.

  T: I’m sure they’re very happy. 				SS: They must be ...

  T: Perhaps they’ll stay with their parents.    SS: They may/might stay ...

  T: Maybe they’ll go abroad.    SS: They may/might go ...

  T: I assume that Holly’s not interested in her job.    SS: Holly can’t be ...

  T: Perhaps the company won’t renew their contracts.    SS: The company may not/might not ...

  T: Maybe they’ll take a postgraduate course.    SS: They may/might take ...

  T: I’m sure they have some savings.    SS: They must have ...

  T: Maybe Adam’s father will find work for them.    Adam’s father may/might find ...

  T: Perhaps Holly won’t want to work with Adam’s father.    SS: Holly may not / might not want ...

  T: I’m sure it isn’t easy to work for your in-laws.    SS: It can’t be easy to work ...

2. Review Activity 

 n		 Give out Activity Worksheets. Give students two minutes to complete activity 1 ‘What to do, where to   
  go’ as consolidation.  Make sure you set a time limit and tell students when they have one minute or 
  thirty seconds left, for example, to keep the lesson moving.

 n		 Direct students to activity 2 ‘Guess who it is!’ Ask the students to read the sentences and check that   
  there is no unfamiliar vocabulary. Ask students to make sentences with may, might, could, can’t and   
  must. Look at the first sentence together as an example:

  He studied journalism and advertising at college.

  e.g. He may be a journalist. He might work for an advertising company.

 n		 Ask the students to work in pairs to write more sentences with a range of modals for each item. 

 n		 Feedback as a class. Ask students who they think the person is. [Brad Pitt]

 

2. Contextualized Activity (from ‘review’ to ‘free use’)
 n		 Speaking to the class: “We are going to talk about things that are possible in the future.” Remind   
  students which modal verbs can be used to express possibility and probability in the future. [may,   
  might, could]

 Divide the class into pairs and hand out Oxford Wordskills worksheet: 
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 TAsk InsTRuCTIons: 

 A.   Ask each pair to look at the diary entry and glossary, then do exercises 1 and 2 together. Correct the   
  exercises as a class. 
  Point out that exercise 2 shows us how sure we are about something.
 
 B.  Using modal verbs and the expressions from Oxford Word Skills, students write sentences in pairs about  
  their plans for the following week.

 C.  Ask several pairs to read out their sentences. 

 HOMEWORK/EXPANSION
 Extra Activity

 Ask your students to choose a famous person and to write similar statements to those in Activity 2. Students  
 find a partner and read their sentences aloud. Their partner guesses who the person is using sentences with  
 may, might, could, must and can’t.

 Ask students to try the OVER TO YOU practice section.

 EXTRA HELP
 Did your students remember the topic: form and main uses of modals verbs to express possibility and  
 probability?

 (if not, revisit the presentation sections of Oxford Living Grammar Intermediate Unit 7)

 Do your students need more practice?: Try exercises A and B on pages 1 and 2 for more practice.

 Have you got the right books to develop and extend vocabulary?: use units from Oxford Word Skills  
 for ‘I can…’ confidence.
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Activity worksheet: Possibility and probability

Activity 1

Modal verbs | 27

MAX But you told me that she wanted to marry you so she   6  
interested in other men.

ANDY That’s true. Perhaps I should buy her a ring instead and make it definite.

B But have you thought about …?

In these short dialogues, the second person mentions something that the first 
person has not considered.  Use may or may not and one of the verbs from the box to 
complete the sentences.

be come decide get have like prefer want

KIM  We’re going to give our visitors fish for lunch.
SAM  They  may not like 0  fish. They  may prefer 0  meat.

RUTH  Our plan is to take our guests for a long walk as soon as they get here.
BEN  They   1  to rest after their journey. In any case, they 

  2  walking shoes with them.

LEO  I’m going to ask my uncle to give me a ride on his motorbike.
ANNE  He   3  on his motorbike. He   4  to come by car.

LUKE  I’m going to wait for our guests to arrive.
NAOMI  They   5  here until this afternoon. There   6   

a lot of traffic today.

C What to do, where to go

Holly and Adam have just got married and have gone on their honeymoon. A friend 
talks to Holly’s mother about their plans for the future. Rewrite the parts in brackets 
using must, can’t or may/might.

FRIEND Just married and on their honeymoon.  They must be 0  (I’m sure they’re) 
very happy. Where are they going to live after they come back?

MOTHER   They may stay 0 (Perhaps they’ll stay) with us for a while.
FRIEND What about work?
MOTHER They   1  (Maybe they’ll go) abroad for a year.
FRIEND So Holly   2  (I assume that Holly’s not) very interested in the 

job she’s got. I thought she enjoyed her work.
MOTHER She does, but they both have one of those temporary contracts, and the 

company   3  (perhaps the company won’t renew) them.
FRIEND Yes, that’s always a possibility. 
MOTHER Or they   4  (maybe they’ll take) a postgraduate course. 
FRIEND Would they get a grant?
MOTHER No, I don’t think so but they’ve both worked for a couple of years so they 

  5  (I’m sure they have) some savings.
FRIEND But Adam’s father has his own business, doesn’t he? He   6

(Maybe he’ll find) work for them.
MOTHER I’m not sure. Holly quite likes Adam’s father but she   7

(perhaps she won’t want) to work for him.
FRIEND You see. It’s not easy to work for in-laws and it   8  (I’m sure it 

isn’t) easy to live with them, either.
MOTHER All right. I see your point.

Find a word in 
exercise C that  
means ‘some  
money from the 
government to pay 
for their education’. 
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 1 He studied journalism and advertising at college.

 2 He wears a wedding ring.

 3 He speaks with an American accent.

 4 He gives a lot of money to charity.

 5 He travels to lots of film festivals for work.

 6 He has six children.

What to do, where to go

over to you: 

 Imagine that you have arranged to meet a friend, but he is late. Suggest three things that might have  
 happened to him/her, using may, might and could.

 Think about what you might do after you have finished your studies at school, and write three of them,  
 using may, might and could, and starting with ‘After I’ve finished my studies at school, ...’



 Lesson LinkGrammar to go!

PhoTocoPiabLe© Oxford University Press 2010 page 5

59  I can express probability 

Glossary
pessimistic always believing bad things 

will happen.  optimistic.
definitely certainly; for sure.
fancy sb  be attracted to sb.
bound to do sth If sb is bound to do sth, 

they will almost certainly do it.
likely to do sth If sb is likely to do sth, 

they will probably do it.  unlikely to 
do sth.

doubt (if/that …) If you doubt if or that 
sth will happen, you think it probably 
won’t happen.

expect sth think or believe sth will 
happen.

might used to say that sth is possible.  
may.

a chance a possibility (a good chance is a 
more than 50 per cent possibility).

disaster  If sth is a disaster, it is terrible.
spot an unpleasant red or yellow mark on 

the skin (teenagers have them).

152 SOCIAL ENGLISH

 Complete the definitions.

If something is a disaster, it is  .
1 If something is bound to happen, it will  certainly happen.
2 If something is likely to take place, it will  take place.
3 If something might happen, you can also say that it  happen.
4 If there’s a chance that something will happen, it means it is  that it will happen.
5 If you expect something to happen, it means you  it will happen.
6 If you think that something is unlikely, it means it is  not going to happen.
7 If you doubt that something will happen, it means you  think it is going to happen.
8 If you are pessimistic, you always believe that  things will happen.

 A friend is taking an exam next week. Will she pass? Look at the percentage (%) on the 
right and write sentences with a similar meaning. Don’t use the verb think. 

   PASS?
  100% yes

1   95% yes 
2   75% yes
3   50% yes
4   25% yes
5   100% no

 ABOUT YOU Use the vocabulary to write sentences about your life next week.
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